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Family Acceptance Project
The Family Acceptance Project™ [1] (FAP) is directed by Caitlin Ryan at the César E. Chávez
Institute at San Francisco State University, and was developed by Caitlin Ryan and Rafael Dìaz
in 2002. It includes the first major study of the families of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
youth.
The project is designed to: 1) study parents’, families' and caregivers’ reactions and adjustment
to an adolescent's coming out and LGBT identity; 2) develop training and assessment materials
for health, mental health, and school-based providers, child welfare, juvenile justice, family
service workers and community service providers on working with LGBT youth and families; 3)
develop resources to strengthen families to support LGBT children and adolescents; and 4)
develop a new model of family-related care to improve health and mental health outcomes for
LGBT adolescents. Findings will be used to inform policy and practice and to change the way
that systems of care address the needs of LGBT adolescents.
The project is being carried out in collaboration with key community groups and representatives
from community organizations that work with youth in schools, health care settings and families,
including PFLAG [2], GSA Network, and the Adolescent Health Working Group [3].
Groundbreaking Research on Family Rejection of Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual Adolescents
Establishes Predictive Link to Negative Health Outcomes
Published in the January 2009 issue of Pediatrics, journal of the American Academy of Pediatrics
For the first time, researchers have established a clear link between rejecting behaviors of
families towards lesbian, gay and bisexual adolescents and negative health problems in early
adulthood.
Read the article
[4]
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