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Harvey Milk Day
Harvey Milk Day 2013
"I ask for the movement to continue, for the movement to grow, because last week I got a phone
call from Altoona, Pennsylvania, and my election gave somebody else, one more person, hope...
You gotta give ‘em hope."
-- Harvey Milk
To honor Harvey Milk Day this year, we want to celebrate GSAs! Take a picture of your GSA and
turn it into a meme by writing what you "give 'em hope " for. Check out the blog post for more
instructions [1]!

What is Harvey Milk Day?
Harvey Milk Day is a day to educate Californians about an extraordinary leader whose
courageous work to end discrimination against the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender
community in the 1970s set the stage for many of the civil rights advances we see today.

Who was Harvey Milk?
Harvey Milk was an activist, organizer, and the first openly gay man elected to public office in the
country as a member of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors in the late 1970s. Harvey Milk
came out and started organizing against discrimination of gay and lesbian business owners in the
Castro District of San Francisco, and against the Briggs Initiative (this was an initiative on the
California state ballot in 1978 that would have banned gays and lesbians from working in
California schools). Milk was responsible for passing gay rights ordinances for the city of San
Francisco and served eleven months in office before he was assassinated on November 27,
1978 along with San Francisco Mayor George Moscone. We celebrate Harvey Milk Day on his

birthday, May 22.
*Photo by Daniel Nicoletta

New Resources for Teachers

The California Safe Schools Coalition [2], GSA Network [3], and Our Family Coalition [4]
have come together to create a website for educators to access curriculum about Harvey Milk.
The website features new Harvey Milk Day curriculum suitable for teaching high school students,
in addition to existing curriculum already in use in elementary schools. This includes a short
educational biography of Harvey Milk, curricula organized by grade level, resources and links for
Harvey Milk books and movies, and the ability for teachers to submit curricula they have
developed for their own classes and others.
For more information, please visit: www.safeschoolscoalition.org/harveymilkday/ [5]

GSAs: How can you celebrate Harvey Milk
Day?
Participate in our Harvey Milk Day 2013 campaign![6]

[1]

Find event ideas and resources in our 2012 Harvey Milk Day blog post![7]
See how GSAs across California celebrate Harvey Milk Day.

Inform:
Ask your school to have an announcement on the PA system about Harvey Milk Day.
Include who he was, what he did, and why remembering him is important for you and your
school.
Hold an assembly to celebrate Harvey Milk, and use it as a time to educate your peers
about LGBT issues and the impact that Harvey Milk had on our community.
Invite speakers who can either talk about Harvey Milk’s impact in the 1970s or the
relevance of his work today.
Encourage your teachers to have a class discussion on Harvey Milk and the LGBT civil
rights movement. In History or Social Sciences classes, you may ask to devote either a
portion or an entire class to talking about past LGBT community leaders and other civil
rights leaders from the 1970s.
Have an LGBT teach in, take over the cafeteria or study hall and teach about Harvey Milk

and other LGBT leaders.
Consider working with other students or groups on campus to expand Harvey Milk Day into
an entire “Forgotten History Week.” Have discussions, show movies, or make posters about
other important historical leaders who seem to have been forgotten.
Show the movies “The Times of Harvey Milk,” “Castro” (which aired on PBS), or “Milk” to
your GSA, in a History or Social Sciences class, or to the whole school and hold a
discussion afterwards. Consider screening one of these movies after school, during lunch,
or making it into a weeklong series.

Mobilize:
Create a poster campaign for your school (you can use the GLBT History Month site at
www.glbthistorymonth.com [8] for more information). Make posters highlighting Harvey Milk
and bring attention to other figures in the LGBT and other civil rights movements.
Make buttons, stickers, or t-shirts expressing support for Harvey Milk and the LGBT
community.
Write an article for your school paper about Harvey Milk and what his story means to you.

More Tips for Planning & Having a Successful Harvey Milk
Day
Before
Make a Plan: Your GSA should prepare for how exactly you want to approach the day and
what you want it to consist of.
Create a Timeline: After deciding on your club’s goal, you should make a timeline so that
everyone knows what needs to be done. Be sure to include who is in charge of each item
and when it needs to be finished.
Get More People Involved: Try to get as many people as possible aware of the event and
involved in participating. You could do that by sending out e-mail announcements,
advertising in the school newspaper, putting up flyers and posters, and of course by word of
mouth.
Get Teachers/Administrators/Staff Involved: Find out if staff are interested in participating
and schedule a meeting with your principal!
Build Coalitions/Build Bridges: Consider including other school clubs that may be interested
in collaborating on the event.
Issue a Press Release: Let the local media know about what you are doing to honor Harvey
Milk. Describe the events at your school, history of the event, and use some quotes from
GSA members about why you are doing the event. Be sure to include a phone number for
how a reporter can reach your group to follow-up for interviews.
Be Prepared! Have a meeting to discuss positive ways to handle harassment from nonparticipants. Be prepared to have spokespersons from your group who can speak about the
event.

During
Announce the Event: Post an announcement in the daily bulletin or through the PA system
at school explaining the event and requesting that all staff and students be respectful of the
students participating in the project.
Coordinate Volunteers: Ask people to help setup your event. Make sure that you have
enough people for setup, monitoring the event, and cleanup.
Provide Resources: Have a resource spot or staffed table where people can find info about
your GSA or other LGBTQ groups and resources.
Organize Visual Displays: Organize a visual display such as having your participants wear
a sticker or T-shirt, or put up posters all over campus explaining the event.

After
Continue the Education: Host a discussion about how to raise awareness about Harvey
Milk and other LGBT activists everyday as opposed to one day out of the year.
Evaluate the Day: Evaluate the successes of the day and discuss what improvements could
be made for next year.

Additional Resources
Information about Harvey Milk: http://www.milkmemorial.org/ [9]
http://www.glbthistorymonth.com/glbthistorymonth/2006/video.cfm?LeaderID=10 [10]
How to plan an event: http://www.gsanetwork.org/resources/gsa-actions-events/planningevents [11]
Coalition building: http://www.gsanetwork.org/resources/coalition-building [12]
Tips for peer-education: http://www.gsanetwork.org/resources/gsa-actions-events/peereducation-wo... [13]
Download the pdf version

[14]

Frequently Asked Questions about Harvey
Milk Day
What is law for Harvey Milk Day?
In 2009, the State of California officially designated May 22 as “Harvey Milk Day.” Education
Code section 37222 now recognizes May 22 as Harvey Milk Day, and says that “public schools
and educational institutions are encouraged to observe those days and to conduct suitable

commemorative exercises . . . remembering the life of Harvey Milk, recognizing his
accomplishments, and familiarizing pupils with the contributions he made to this state.”
Download a copy of the law here [15].

What does this mean for your school?
The law does not require your school to celebrate Harvey Milk Day, but the law should allow you
(as a teacher or a student) to celebrate the day in a variety of ways.
I’m a teacher and I’d like to talk about Harvey Milk in a class:
If you teach a subject in which discussion of Harvey Milk would be appropriate (such as History
or Social Sciences) or if you are teaching students in a neutral context such as home room, then
you should be able to add in a discussion of Harvey Milk as a celebration of Harvey Milk Day.
I’m a student and I’d like to do a presentation about Harvey Milk in a class:
Your teacher will need to give you permission to do a special presentation, but you should use
the law to argue that such a presentation is appropriate. If Harvey Milk fits into an assignment
you already have (such as an assignment to write about an historical figure), then you must be
allowed to do the assignment on Harvey Milk – including a presentation.
My GSA would like to commemorate Harvey Milk Day publicly at school - in an assembly
or by showing a movie:
You should ask your school to sponsor the assembly or the movie, and you should show them
the law
[15] to explain why they should sponsor. If your school refuses, you should check the
rules as to how clubs can call assemblies/show movies – the school must apply the same rules
to the GSA as to any other non-curricular student club.
My GSA would like to put up posters about our planned commemoration of Harvey Milk
Day:
You should try to get special permission from your school to put up posters about the
commemoration, showing your school the law
[15]. If your school doesn’t give you special
permission, it still has to let you put up posters in the same places that other non-curricular clubs
can put up posters (so, if the drama club can put up posters for a play, you can put up posters for
your Harvey Milk Day commemoration).
For more information:
On your free speech and other rights, look at this guide [16].
If your school is not letting you celebrate Harvey Milk Day:
Please contact GSA Network [17] for additional assistance.

Thanks to the ACLU of Northern California for answering these questions about Harvey Milk Day.

Download the pdf version

.

[18]

Harvey Milk Day: Here's what some GSAs
around the state have done to celebrate this
historic day.

SoCal

2010: For the 1st annual Harvey Milk Day, Badger Springs Middle School in Moreno Valley
planned a week’s worth of events. Beginning on Monday, May 17, GSA members made
daily announcements including quotations from Harvey Milk and statements about how
homophobia hurts everyone. During lunchtime, students were encouraged to attend
showings of “Journey to a Hate Free Millennium” in several teachers’ rooms. The GSA
distributed information and MILK duds, malted MILK balls and MILK chocolate to students.
On Friday they showed selected segments of the movie, “Milk.”
2010: Gabrielino High School GLSBA Club's hosted a Movie Night.
2010: I-Poly High in Pomona, wanting to raise funds for their GSA's activities next year and
educate their school about Harvey Milk, sold Harvey Milkshakes with a sticker with Harvey's

picture and a brief summary on why he is significant to not only the LGBT community, but
to all of California.
2010: Hawthorne Math and Science Academy in Hawthorne united with other local GSAs to
celebrate Harvey Milk Day together. Two weeks before, the leaders of each of the GSAs
worked together to come up with the 'South Bay GSA Mixer: Harvey Milk Day'. The event
was like GSA meeting with the focus set on Harvey Milk. It brought together youth from the
same community with the same beliefs and interests and gave everyone the opportunity to
network and form coalitions fighting for the rights of LGBT people in the area.
Central Valley

2010: Dinuba High School's GSA had a movie screening of the Harvey Milk documentary
and accompanied that with milk and cookies. Instead of just having GSA members attend,
they sent letters to different ethnic clubs, multicultural clubs, and clubs that strive to achieve
diversity, in order to build a stronger network of progressive Dinuba High School youth who
would be willing to help in future events.
NorCal

2011: GSA middle school students at The Girls' Middle School in Palo Alto celebrated by
making a LGBTQ history timeline in their school's hall and doing rainbow face paint for
students. They also produced this awesome video. Check it out! [19]
2010: Anzar High School in San Juan Bautista held a Harvey Milk Movie Night on the
evening of May 21st, asking for donations at the door to benefit the Harvey Milk Foundation
and GSA Network.
2010: The week of Harvey Milk Day, the Aragon High School GSA in San Mateo made
daily announcements and had a table with resources, information, and pride stickers so that
people could become aware of Harvey Milk. They also posted fliers of statistics pertaining
to LGBT youth to raise awareness of the problems that still face our community. On the
actual holiday, the GSA hosted a school-wide rally with speeches, food, fun, games, and a
whole lot of pride. They had the great idea of hoisting the rainbow flag on the flagpost,
which couldn't be done this year but let's hope for next year! Check out the video [20] they
made compiling responses to the question: Why do you support equality?
2010: To celebrate the legacy of Harvey Milk, the El Cerrito High School GSA reached out
to three other school clubs: the Jewish Student Union, Green Justice, and the AfricanAmerican Black Student Union. From Tuesday through Thursday, the three clubs took turns
commemorating "forgotten" activists that contributed to their cause. They celebrated on the
next Monday by reading a short biography of Harvey Milk on the morning announcements,
putting up informational posters, and acting out his famous "Hope" speech in the quad at
lunchtime.

Dinuba High School's GSA prepares for Harvey Milk
Day.

Jason of Aragon HS speaks
at a rally

Students use Harvey Milk Day as an
Golden West's GSA proudly bearing their
opportunity to educate their peers on LGBT
Milk Duds
issues.

The Girls Middle School GSA and student
supporters with their LGBTQ history timeline

Rainbow face painting at Palo Alto's
Girls' Middle School

Past Harvey Milk Day blogs:
2011: Happy Harvey Milk Day![21]
2010: Keeping Harvey's Dream Alive [22]
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