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Philanthropedia
Philanthropedia, a division of leading nonprofit information provider GuideStar, today announced
new rankings of the top 12 nonprofits advancing the equality of lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender (LGBT) individuals and supporting the issues that the LGBT community tackles –
including discriminatory policies, violence against members of the community, and improving the
health and well-being of those in the community – at the local level, and the top 19 nonprofits
working in the same field nationally. The rankings are based on in-depth surveys and
conversations with hundreds of experts, including academics, funders, grantmakers, policy
makers, consultants, etc.
“It’s not just important to support charities but to support the best charities,” said Erinn Andrews,
GuideStar’s senior director of nonprofit strategy and the original chief operating officer of
Philanthropedia. “We know that finding the nonprofits that are really having an impact can be
daunting. Our rankings bring together the best thinking in any one cause area and provide an
easy-to-use resource for those looking to donate to or otherwise sustain the important work of
charities in that cause area.”
The struggle to end discrimination against LGBT people has spurred action across the globe for
more than two decades, captured national headlines, and become an issue in the U.S. political
scene. Fewer than a third of all U.S. states have laws protecting people from discrimination
based on sexual orientation, and only a handful prohibit discrimination based on a person’s
gender identity or expression. There are no federal protections for LGBT civil rights. According to
USA Today, a recent study by the National Coalition of Anti-Violence Programs found that hate
incidents against LGBT people and HIV-affected persons increased 13 percent from 2009 to
2010, and murders of LGBT people during that period numbered 27, the second-highest total
recorded. A variety of nonprofits organizations focus on social equality among the LGBT

community and support the community as a whole.
“If you care about LGBT issues, our top experts have highlighted the nonprofits making the most
gains for the community,” added Andrews. “Make sure you give with your head as well as your
heart when you support nonprofits working in this field.”
Over the past two months, Philanthropedia surveyed 110 experts working in the field of LGBT,
with an average of 13 years of work experience in the field, to identify the organizations that were
making the biggest positive impact on a local and national level. Experts were asked to
recommend up to four nonprofits making significant contributions in LGBT equality and support
on the national level and up to three nonprofits making a significant contribution at the state and
local level. Experts were encourage to consider a range of nonprofits, including those working in
policy and advocacy, research, public education, legal support, health and human services,
community centers, social organizations, and more. The recommended nonprofits cover a wide
range of issue areas within the cause, including health, marriage and family recognition, youth,
elder support, transgender equality, anti-discrimination, and racial and economic justice.
National High-Impact LGBT Nonprofits
The experts reviewed 80 organizations and identified 19 top nonprofits making an impact at the
national level:
1. Lambda Legal
2. American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)
3. Gay, Lesbian, and Straight Education Network (GLSEN)
4. National Center for Lesbian Rights
5. National Gay and Lesbian Task Force
6. National Center for Transgender Equality
7. Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defenders (GLAD)
8. Parents Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG)
9. Services & Advocacy for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, & Transgender Elders (SAGE)
10. Williams Institute
11. Human Rights Campaign Foundation
12. Transgender Law Center
13. Southern Poverty Law Center
14. Freedom to Marry
15. The Trevor Project
16. Gay-Straight Alliance Network (GSA Network)
17. Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD)
18. Sylvia Rivera Law Project
19. CenterLink
To learn more about each organization, meet the experts, and read the experts’ reviews, please
visit: http://www.myphilanthropedia.org/top-nonprofits/national/lgbt-equality-a... [1].
For the complete list of Philanthropedia rankings, visit www.myphilanthropedia.org [2]. For more
information about Philanthropedia’s ranking methodology, please visit:
http://www.myphilanthropedia.org/how_we_rank [3].
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